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Har the late Canons arc in- 
vaiidous, it will cafily ap- 
pearc, and that they are {o 0. 
riginally in the foundation, 
or rather in the founders ©! 
them, 1 v-:i] ziſume upon my ſelfe ro de-- 
ron{trate, heiing frit intimartedany ſence 
by Way vt Prepuwuarlve, 

To Poe {is they fay) hath atriplc 
Crowne. nt,erablerhereunto,and to ſup- 
porch, hee pretends fo have athreefold 
Law. The v51/t 1s, j#s divinam, Epiſcop.cic 
by divizericht; and this hee would have 
you thinke robe he Coronet nexthis head, 
thor which do*: circle and ſecure his po- 
er, Over Bill: ops have(in an unlucky time) 
| A 2 entre 


(4) 
entred their plea and pretended title to-this 
Crowne, Ep:ſcopacy by divine right. 

The ſecond is 1us h1manum, Conſtantir'; 
donation, the gitr of indulgent Princes, 
Temporal power. This Law belongs to his 
ſecond, or his middle Crowne ; already 
alſo pleaded tor by our Prelatcs it) print. 

Theſe ewo Crownes bing obrained, he 
(the Pope ) deth trame and make histhird 
Crowne himlelte, and ferrs that upmoſt, 
upoB the Coppe This Crowne al- 
{© hath its Law, and that is Is; Canonicum, 
the Canon law, oft more uſe unto his Pope 
ſhip then both the other [uſt fo 
our Prelates from the pretended divinity of 
their Epiſcopacy, and from the temporal! 
Dower granted by our Princes they would 
noW obtrude ancw Caon-Law upon us, 

They have chargeatheir Cansrns at us to 
the tall, and never fcaring that ever they 
would recoyle backe into a Parliament 
they have rammed a prodigious ungodly 
Vath into them. 

The legality and invalidity of theſc 
Canons (as I conceive) is cafily diſcovera- 
ble by one ſhort queſtion , viz. what do: 
you call the meeting wherein they were 

made 2 give it aname to know itby : who 
can frame his arg1ment aright unleſl- hee 
can firſt tell againſt what hec is to arouc © 
would you confure the Conrucation * they 
Were 
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they will mingle all powers togeth 
anfwcrthat they were ſome foy 
that we neirherknow nor imagine,” 
2 uo teneam nodo mitanter Protea? unle ſic 
they wvilluoriddle rhetelves, & owne what 
they were, we may proſecure, but hardly 
with concludent arguments. Yet I venture. 

I have conferred with ſome of the foun- 
ders of thieſe new Canons , but I proftefle 
clcarcly, that I could never yet meete with 
any one of that afſembly,who could(inbe- 
halte of their mecting) well anſwer me the 
fcſt queſtion in the Catechiſme, what is 
your name? Alas, theyarepartcd before 
theyknow What they were when they were 
together. 

The ſumme of the ſeverall anſwers, that 
[ bave received, doth amount to this. 
They were a Convecationall — Synodica!! == 
aſſembly of Commiſſioners, indeede a three- 
told Chimera, a monſter to our Lawes, a 
Cerberus to our Religion, 

A ſtrange Commiſion wherein no one 
Commiſtoncrs name 1s to bee found. A 
ſtrange Conyocation that lived when the 
Parliament was dead : A ſtrange -o!y Sy- 
mwdwhere one part never faw,never con- 
firred with the other. —— But indeeds 

Az} what 
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(4) | 
wharuſeor need of conference, if that bee 
trueof thefe Canons, whichT reade of the 
. ONES, Notum eff Canones formari 


"Mm prinſquam in Synodo ventilen- 


arre preparatory. I proccede to 
my argumeir, whereby to manifett the in. 
validity of theſe Canons, not borrowing 
but avoiding what have formerly becne in- 
ſtanced by others, 

I will ncither inveigh upon them as in- 
named Commiſ5:encrs, nor iDfirme them as 
the woxke of a dead Convocation; Bur will 
take them in the capacity of their owne af- 
feed title of a Sywed. Such they bragged 
themſelves tobce whileſt they fate : Such 
they ſtile themſelves in the Title-page ot 
theſe (never to be Canonued) Canons — 
The words are ——- Canons treated upon in 
Convocation — agreed upon in Synod. 

Thus treating in one capacity and agree - 
ing in anothcr: is anew mould to cait Ca- 
nons innever uſed before, Canons bredde. 
in a Convocation, borne ina Synod. Thus 
although wee finde not one good farher, 
here are yet two morhers to one illfavored 
child; never knowne before, nor imagi- 
ned but of Bacchus, whom the Poct calls 
JAMOAS OthErattributeS—— al: que bt. 
matrem. 

I prececdc, ifthcir meeting be a Synod> 
eithc 


(5) 
eyther it is foby Donation, by Elefion, or 
onely by Yſarpation, 

Donation from the King, is this title and 
authority, indulged to them by his Majc- 
ſlie : Looke through all his highneflc Ler- 
tcrs Patents, and they are nor once ſaluted 
with the ambitious ritle of a Synod. Yer 
in the Canons they have aſſumed it ſeyen. 
ceen times, It 15 their owne pride, their 
owne prcſutmption. 

The King hath not done it, { pardon me ) 
no Prince ever did it. orcan doe it; no power 
Regall, Imperiall, or Papall did ever at- 
tempt it,toordaine that William, & Richard, 
Mathew and I9hn, &c. and I know tiot who 
more,bcing met andaſlembled upon other 
ſummons ſhall by a Commiſs/0n be 6h a ſud. 
den tranſlated from what they were,into an 
unthought-of »atioxall Synod, without 
voyce or choyſe bf any man to bee concer- 
ned : this never was done, this never can bc 
well done, 

As for due eleQion for ſich tneetings, 
this indeede 1s or ought fo bee of the true 
eſſetoa Legitimate Synod. But due cleRion 
made up by voyces is ſomuch a ſtranger 
to this Syndd, that their fatherhoods 
will confefle that they were never ttufted to 
this Synod, as a Syned by any, either of the 
Clergy or of the Laity. 


Concerning the choiſe of a few of them, 
and 
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and but a few (about 5o. as I guctle) cho- 
iento the Convocation houſe , that will 
never render them a lawfull Synod , untill 
they can prove metamorphoſis and Tranſab- 
ſtantiation. For the votes of all their 
chufers upon expiration of the Convocatt- 
on houſe returned backe home ro every. 
mans boſome from whence they br:athed. 
So that if you will en-live the ſame men ro 
bee now Synodall, who were before but 
Convocationall, you muſt renew the old 
Pythagorean Tranſmigration, for thuy want 
che breath and life of an eledion. Anew 
one you havenor, and the old one 15 not to 
be had but by wng4szarvc, 

Beſides I do affirme & ſhall approve,that 
the eleRors toa Convocation and to a Synod 
are notall one. The Clergic only doe, and 
of right onely ought ro chuſe unto the 
Convocation houſe, The reaſon; we of the 
Laity ( fo they will call us ) have our hou. 
ſes of Commons where our Truſtces by 
vertue of our voyces doe fit at the ſame 
time. Bur in the choice unto a Synod, wee 
who muſt be bound by the determinations 
ofthe Synod, ought alfo to be intereſled in 
the parties derecmining. This is cleare 

erongh in reaſon, aid will bec better clea- 
red preſently. 

O*® Synoas I finde five feverall forts, firſt 
1gcnerall of uatverſall Synod ; ſecondly, 

Patri- 


a 
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Patriarchichall, Thirdly National, fourth. 


ly Provincial), fiftly a Dioceſan Synod. 1 
paſle by the two fiſt and laſt, as not per. 
rinentto this time and affaire. Concerning 
Provinciall and Natlonall Synods a wars? 
ortwo; if I knew which to ci! tit ir late 
meeting. They runiae on inticdilics and ] 
want Oediprs at every turne, 

Theſe Canons, were they foryved inon 
Synod Nationall,or in two Pr enciull; ? ewe 
were they two Provinciall Syno.is- bo 
chen come thei Aces and Canons to bee 
imbodycd together - how comes it rt patle 
that all che Canons ſpeake in the fingulat 
number 4 The Synod ; The holy Synod; 
The Sacred Synod.Sacred will now be hard- 
ly granted, unlefſe as the Poct doth, wm 
Anri [acra fames. 

Was it then bur one © was it a Nation! 
5ynod ? why the Provinces ( weea!l know) 
never did convene, they never mct tog - 
ther. Looke onthe repreſentative body ot 
thc Commons of this whole Land : every 
one within the ſame walles hearing every 
ones argument, and thereupon mending, 
altering, and (as occaſion is) correcting his 
own judgement, &afrerwards( iwtv wat, ) JO - 
ning in unanimous content. And 1t the able 
members of the North beyond Tyert were 
divided fro thereſt,there would be quick- 


iy found a want of their worth and weight, 
B [7 


(Ss) 
er could thcir fitting at the ſame time at 
res: MaUKe thereſt a houſe of Commons 
here, for che whole Kingdome muſt be rc- 
p reſented © CBC. 
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(9) 
moſt virtuall and moſt obliging tyc,and the 
moſt bindin'; part is wanting. 

That they had no {uch election, oe nec 
not goc forth to prove ; No or mann 
the K1nNgdome Can [4 tharhe 224vVy av 0: 
tothecelRion of any one Deane Ort A70 

Iit $1141 
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(10) 
c«Ils this very CAphoriſme is uſed by the 
Pope in his own glofſc upon the Canonilt 
« Gratian. Quod omnes tangit ab omniby: 
tractar! achci.Svicly O11 Clcrgicarc much 
goo high, if herci they would outgoe the 


VCrY Cnonsof rhe) ge it Syaods, 29a 
conclude tt wv ink ch {all binde a) where 
all are not adnitied © reac; nenthes by 


themſclves nor by pivxy 
Now the bunch of ris Law of nature 
and of Reaſon {as Dr. F:e!d calleth it) we 
C!ayine. The preſent Canons LOC CONCELng 
[ may bea Church. warden, my tonnc 
may. bee a Maiter of Art; then mui I pre 
{encu Ju JN NUI YETUNDOrt #rUcles, and 
nNemutllt (Wocarct UCIT Oath Of Cov CNant—— 
Y Cl il they WCre ACYCr truſted by 11S 111 


Synod, and thereiory OU2 11! OULOTYCuh 
Lp un- heard, 4t 1s avgain(t natiye 
rea[07. 


To ſecond this Arguin.nt by initanc; 
in prootc of practice, L thall Produce a fu. 
and but a tew of many cxamp!cs at «dl aut- 
thoritics : the originalls I cannot now 
Command, but muſt bce content to nun 
a te'v extracts, which by way of ttantcrip: 
doe walke aiong \ with my wade mecum. 

The point char] would eſtabliſh | iS L11l 
that in Syaods and Coincells where La ay 
menare Concerned inthe IDecrees, there 
the Laity ought io be prefcur to conſult 


(71) 
if not alſo to decide the concluſions. I will 
but point, I will not enlarge to the vouch- 
ingevcry place verbatiny, "Thr Feild, Dr. 
Fulke, Gorlartius, arc clearc and poſitive Te 
this POINT, 

Our Statutes for correcting & gatherin® 
togcther the former Canons into a new 
body, doc clearcly evidence thi; unto us ; 
in all w mar ere 15 ancquall proportion 
MIXCC, {1x.cenc of the Clervic and as m2» 
nv. Of the 1 a 

The Ah \Or MOTTP hiſtory of 770. 
frequent 13 this poirtacding this for a re 
ſon, that 1N a gexcral; Connell, the unive! 
fall Chnrch cannot bee reprefented 1f rh 
[Lanty a XC#01 ged.. So DY Shy rule 4 PAI 
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eſt altogether crxeolnded 


Gratian. the Canonitt doth all: 
Laity to bee preſent | clpeciall y n-fucl 
Councells. as doe treate of fairh, and fo 
proote doth vouch Pope Nicol ts, 

Twill omit m any proot. s of many Em. 
perours >cing yerton ty prefent and prc- 
cent in miuny C ouncells, by themſcive 
and ſometimes by t NC: It » COQC) CNTS + 5% 
Marceilinic, Candidiains, rang, xc. 
YVetLvVen i111 15 argumentative tor us, ar 
D 2 prcſe 
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s : Fn 4 . 
reſervative of our right, forthe Laity to 
vreſer 
He DICLcnt, : | = 

Thc Greeke hiftoriansare {0 picatitull 
Mar 1 will but name them. 
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| (13) 
er and voices to chuſe our owne Miniſters, 
and ovur owne Biſhops, (which was our 
ancicnt right, conſtantly allowed & practt- 
iced in the beſt Primitive tnacs, Whereo! 
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(14) | 
of tbe Lord, verſe 14. There were the Diſci« 
ples, there was Turba ix amultitude, of 
abovt a 120 names, ver.15. Saint Peter tells 
them that out of that number one muſt bee 
ordained to be a witneſſe of the reſurreftion of 
our Saviour 3 thereupon what doth the 
multitudeof Diſciples there preſceut, ia 
'c2 verſe 23. they place or ſet two before the A- 
yoſtles: And the {ame men vs. all ihe 
| hifcipics Uerſe 26, at nn vt) they give 
orth their lots, and thereupon, the lot tal- 
136 up08 Matthias,hc was numbred (faith 
our Trantlation ) with the elrven Apaſtles , 
Lutthe Originall 1s more =; 47 1r4/ Come 
munbas calcults annumeratis et, he was by 
common afleat or by common voyces 


theſe common voyces, who were theſe 
120 men © Evangeliſts, Biſhops, Deacons, 
and Presbyters or Elders, as yet there was 
not once inall the world, the Apoſtles were 
out cleven , perhaps not numbred in this 
120, The Diſciples if you will ſay, that 
they weie there and were Clergy men,yet 
they were bur 70. Sothar here 15s no eva- 
ton:the Jaity were preſent,and not paſſive 
only, they were activein this fo original), 
{0 weighty a Synod. 

My ſecond inſtance in this kinde, 1s out 
ot the ſecond Councell that ever wee read 
was held, and this is 4s 6, where the A- 
poſtles 
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poſtles call a Councell for the chdyſe of 
7 deacons. Then the twelve called the mul. 
tituae of the Diſciples to them, ver.2.. nit 
mr wahnrr, They bcing aſſembled doe not 
ſay, we have decreed, we have ordered and 
ordayned,and injoyned,bur their language 
is verſe 3. imminent ding, brethren looke ye 
out, the word is the fame as inc4n:; both 
from in-«- ro overice, do2 you overſee 
among you, ſeven men of honeſt report. 
And rhe ſaying ( as it is verſe 5.) pleaſed 
irsm1 mans; i nbd , the whole multitude, there 
15a conſent of theirs, more plaine in 350; 
they the multitude choſe ſeaven, Stephen and 
Philip 3 oC. vu ignous Ira'mor TTY Amo; el whom 
they (ſtill the mnltitude nai ) verſe 6, 
did ſect or place before the Apoſtles. 

The third and the laſt ſhall be the +444; - 
1x» the great and general! Counce!l held 


\ by the Apoſiles upon the diſſention of the 


Church in point of Circumciſion(and thar 
is Ads 15. ) there you ſhall againe finde 
preſent, =» 235% verſe 12, All the multi- 
tude : but you will ſay and obje& rhar the 
next word is iy» the multitude kept ſilence. 
True, erzo what ? Therefore they ſpeake 
not at all in this Councell 2 nothing leſfle. 
But erzo they had ſpoken before : for it is 
plaine by the word. Then allthe multitude 
kept ſilence. If they had nothing there to 
doebutto be alwaies filent, this particle of 


time, They might well have beene ſpared. 
G Thus 


(16) 
This may perhaps be objected and there. 
forc ought to bee prevented , for the fur- 
ther clcaring whereOr , obſerye (Ipray ) 
the next verſe, v, 13. vihere 1n like man- 
ner.it 1s {:1d of Paul 1nd Barnabas vim dir om- 
ious dence And after they held their peace,er eo 
tl. y had ſpoken. And therefore the F: y- 
cr who collected together a body of Coun- 
cells ( Peter Crabbe the Cowan doth even 
from this place inferre a conient of the 
pcoplc ſaying. Tacu;t omnts multitudo Con- 
ſentiens Petro. 
_ Butif you would have this more clearc- 
ly evidenced beyond all <xceptions,, I 
pray take notice of the reſolution of this 
Synod, werſe 22. The pleaſed it the Apo- 
les and Elders with thewhole Charch, With 
the whole Church, whar is that? The blefe 
ſed Apoſtles and their feilow Itbourcrs 
did not cngrofle, and { as our Church-men 
affeR ro doe ) uſurpe and monopolize the 
word Church,as proper onely to Church. 
men.-— No you ſhall finde it even in the 
Epigraphe of the Canons and Decrces of 
this rrue, holy, and facred Syzo4, that the 
deſpiſed Laity are in theſe Canons conjoy- 
ned with the bleſſed Apoſtles although 
Pope and Patriarch, Primate and Metro- 
politan, Archbiſhop and Biſhops, yea cven 
downe to Deane and Archdeacon : (I have 
heardit) doe difpile the thought of admir- 
mitting the Laity, I do not ſay to deciſion, 
DUC 
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but even to Conſultation, nay to the very 
choyce of conſulters in Religion : nay 
lower cven ſo muchas to havea negative 
power, when a man of inab1litie, and of ill 
life is obrruded upon rhem; I proceed, for 
I would not gra7c but probare, looke werſe 
23. They that were prefent had voyce, 
Thcy who voiced the Caxors, joyned in 
the decree, and icnding the decree unto 
Antec, The words ate thus, The Apo- 
ſites and Elders, and Brethren ſend arecting 
to the Brethren which are in Amuch, &c. 
Here tho Brethrenat Hieruſalem are { with 
the Apoſtles and the Flaers) actors in and 
authors of the Canows in this Counccll a- 
reed. There 15noevaſton, no cluſton, to 
be had , unlcfle you can prove that all rhe 
Brethren in Antioch tro whom theſe Bre- 
threnin Hiernſalem did write, were oncly 
Clergic men. 

Wh:chit you ſhould aftrme, our Clcr- 
oy vill hardly bee pleated with you, tot 
they muſt then be of the multitude ( note 
ſpcciall lor) tor Barzabas and Part uid de- 
liver this Epiſtle. ( being te decrce of this 


Synod ) to the multitude »: 535 as It IS, +" 


found in the 30 verſe. Aud when they Wild 
gathered the multitude together they delive. 
red the Epiſile. 

Thus much in way of pt ſui: for this 
one argument, that no Canons can binue 
the Lairy wheic we have no voyce of our 
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ewne, nor choyce of the Clergie perſons 
who doe found them, nor aſlent inthe ſuf- 
ception of them after they are framed. 
Qu0d omnes tangit ab omnibus tractari de- 
bet. 

{rt remaines as a wiſh thatevery member 
of thar meeting, who voted thele exor- 
birant Canons, ſhould come ſcycrally to 
the barre of rhe Parliament hou'c witha 
Canon booke in his hand,and there wunlefle 
he can anſwer his Catechiſme ( as I call'd 
it)and ſhaw what is thename of their mce- 
ting, and (unlefle hee can manifeſt that the 
Laity are no part of the Church ) concep- 
#15 verbs in ſach exprefſe rermes as that 
hovfſec ſhould thinke fit, to abjurc his owne 
il-bcgotteniflue, or clle be Commanded 
z0 give fire to his owne Canons. 


